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Beijing, May 25 (xinhua) -- The general office of the national health commission (NHC) issued a circular on further
improving the appointment system and strengthening the construction of smart hospitals, making it clear to promote
the healthy, rapid and high-quality development of Internet diagnosis and treatment services and Internet hospitals.

Internet diagnosis and treatment activities refer to medical personnel registered by medical institutions who directly
provide patients with some common and chronic diseases and contracted services of family doctors by using Internet
technology.

Hospitals are required to carry out online consultation for some common and chronic diseases, and actively
cooperate with social forces to provide drug delivery and other services, the circular said. This means that some
patients are expected to return to the clinic and buy medicine through the Internet in the future.

In accordance with the spirit of the notice, there are already hospitals in action. Beijing union medical college hospital
launched its Internet diagnosis and treatment service on May 21, and welcomed its first patient.
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