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 Hongkong trademark law

The trademark law of Hongkong is based on the trademarks Ordinance Cap. 559, which came into force on 4
April 2003 and repealed the trademark Ordinance Cap 43. The system established by this legislation is entirely separate
to the system used in the People's Republic of China, pursuant to the "one country-two systems" policy. The
superseded law and the current law share many similarities with the relevant legislation in the United Kingdom, a
similarity which is also facilitated by TRIPS.

The new law introduced various substantive and procedural changes, such as expanding the legal definition of a
trademark; including or broadening protection for certification marks, collective marks, and well-known trademarks;
reducing the period of non-use for revocation purposes from five to three years; and simplifying and streamlining
procedures for the registration of assignments, and "registrable transactions" such as licenses.
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