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what is a photocell?photocells are sensors that allow you to detect light. they are small, inexpensive, low-power, easy to
use and don't wear out. for that reason they often appear in toys, gadgets and appliances. theys are are often referred to
as cds cells (they are made of cadmium-sulfide), light-dependent resistors (Idr), and photoresistors.

photocells are basically a resistor that changes its resistive value (in ohms w ) depending on how much light is shining
onto the squiggly face. they are very low cost, easy to get in many sizes and specifications, but are very innacurate. each
photocell sensor will act a little differently than the other, even if they are from the same batch. the variations can be
really large, 50% or higher! for this reason, they shouldn't be used to try to determine precise light levels in lux or
millicandela. instead, you can expect to only be able to determine basic light changes

for most light-sentsitive applications like "is it light or dark out", "is there something in front of the sensor (that would
block light)", "is there something interrupting a laser beam" (break-beam sensors), or "which of multiple sensors has
the most light hitting it", photocells can be a good choice!
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http://blog.sina.com.cn/s/blog_5e3f971b0100ffhl.html
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