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FAQs-BSEN 13120

1) Where do the new rules apply?

Where internal blinds are installed in premises where children aged from 0 to 42 months are likely to have access or to



be present. Examples are homes, hotels, hospitals, churches, shops, schools and general public places. The new
standards also apply when the destination of the blind is unknown.

2) Are there any exceptions?

It does not apply where internal blinds are installed in premises where children are unlikely to have access. Examples
are factories, laboratories etc. in these cases specific labels must be use as notice of this.

3) When does BS EN 13120:2009+A1:2014 come into effect?

When the BSI (Bristish Standards Institute) publish the document it is in the public domain and effective immediately.
This was on the 28th February 2014,

4) Is there a period of grace or lead in period?

Normally there is a lead in period in cases like these. However, BS EN 13120 will be monitored by UK Trading
Standards. Advice from the Department for Business Innovation and Skills is “  Although a six month lead in period is
not written in stone it is what is generally accepted, and any action by Trading Standards will be proportionate” and
from Trading Standards “ whilst the group thought that a transitional period would be sensible it did not prescribe
any duration for such a period.”

The best advice from all parties is to be compliant as soon as possible.
5) Can | Use Evans Safety Devices with Other Blind Systems?

The simple answer is yes as they have passed EN 16434, however in order to comply with the Internal Blinds
Performance Requirements they have only been tested as compatible with Evans Roman Headrails. Therefore it is the
responsibility of anyone buying individual components from various suppliers to have their end product tested to BS
EN 13120.

6) Baton Type Systems — Can these be made compliant?

Yes. However as Evans are not supplying the baton and a multitude of products can be used to make the blind, we
can’ ttestand certify our products. Therefore it is the responsibility of anyone buying individual components from
various suppliers to have their end product tested to BS EN 13120.

The basic rules apply, the cleat must be 150cms from the floor and accumulate all/most of the cord — only a single
cord of no more than 20cms can hang below the cleat. Breakaway devices must also be used as per the section

“ Accessible Inner Cords” above. Also extra cord devices will be needed at the top of the blind to prevent the pull
cord from creating a hazardous loop at the rear of the blind.
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