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In October, Feeding America’ s network of food banks and pantries distributed some 548 million meals, up 52
percent from an average month before the pandemic. In November, with the holidays approaching, it may be more.
When the fairgrounds gates opened in Dallas, volunteers waved cars through rows of orange cones to receive a
15-pound box of produce, dry goods, a frozen turkey, and a loaf of bread. In a typical year, the North Texas Food
Bank holiday distribution serves around 500 people. This year, when the gates closed, they’ d sent 8,500 people home
with more than half a million pounds of food. Before the pandemic, the food bank’ s clientele were largely employed
people who needed extra help to make ends meet. Now, many of them told Cunningham they’ d lost their jobs. And
a third of those being served, she estimates, had never needed assistance before.
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